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ſes, wherewithall our hea- 
uenle Father is pleaſed to 


while they remaine 1n this 
NTT TITEL Ee Tabernacle of their fleſh, 
there 1s no one more frequent, than ſuch e- 
uill and flanderous reports;, as the: virulent 
tongues of malicious perſons, out of a ha- 
tred to their-yertues , are deſirous to lay vp- 
lon them. For there was never Age-nor 
Countrey ,'Whercin either man.or WOman 
was adorned: with rare andiecminent quah- 
iucs , forthe ſeruice of God, and adyance- 
ment of true religion , but immedaatly ſuch 
| s were 4ll-aftected began. to imploy their 


exerciſe his beit children,] - 


| 


wits, and-beartheir braines, how:by calum- 
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niation and forgedimputations, they might 
obſcure the luttre of thoſe ſingular parrs, 
which their quicke but enuious eye had dil- 
coucredin them. That worthy Moyſes the 
meckeſt * man ypon carth 1s reproched as 
ambitious, and charged by (ore, to ® take too 
much vpon him. That admirable Daniel was' 
<acculed to the King as a contemner of his 
Greatneſle, and violater of his Lawes. Ir 
was obicRed ro zealous and iuſt Nehemiah by 
4 Sanballat , that himſelfe and the people of 


two great inſtruments o&: Gods glory, were 
complained yponas feditious perſons , __ 


*diſturbers ot the peace and quietneſle of} 


together tn the night , for the worſhip"of | 
theirGod,and proteſſion of their taith,were | 
reported-by the Gentiles to haue'the Feaſts] 


dren) andto dd as Vedipms did, thatis, pro- 
miſcuouſly to! commit ' fornication * with 
their mothers liſters and daughters. Yea, 


their ownei ſeruants: were! brought by the 


terrours 
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ada intended a rebellion. Paul and Silas, 


the city. The old /Chrittians, men nodoubt| 
[ot yertuous hchautour, yet becauſcin time 
of! perſecution: they, allembled themlſelues| 


ot 5 Thyeftes, (thatis,-to eatithe fleſh of chil-j 
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|rerrours ot the-Infidels to-accuſe them..ot 
fuch crimes, Tertufian complaineth of this, 
declaring that it was obiected to the Chri- 
ſtians 3 : chat they.killed a babe nem bane, and m 
the blood thereof did dip their Euchariſt, and fo eat|<.2. 
it ; as allo, that ſuffering their dogs of purpaſe to 6- 
[uerturne their lights, they in the darke committed 
inceft with their mothers and daughters. Hence it 
greW, ASA kinde of dro ) That it-was 
the partot Chriſtians to doe good, and yet 
to be 11] ſpoken of. So * Euagrius reporteth, avs. 
rouching that holy and bleſied Emperour|.340. | 
(onflautine the Great , that the Erhnicks laded' | | 
jhim with-many falle criminattons:, becauſe 
ſhe tooke away cheir Heatheniſh ſuperſtii-| 
ons , andiin place thereof aduanced the ſer- 
juice of Chriſt Teſus. 1h) 0h 45 1 
| Inall which acculatiohs.arid ahead like | 
nature,{if we looke aduiſedly.into'them) we 
ſhall perceiue, that both Sathan hath his 
worke;.and cuillnien haue a part part, yea. 

{God himſcltcharh a afinger. r.: Sathan his 
jWorke, becauſe: (as Grin writigof (ore 
lizs, faith) I ts * evermere the worke of the Dinell, 
thao he:-may With lies ceare the ſernants-of God , 
2 opinions ſpiead aan. them may a defone 
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(ber of- offenders.the guilt of T2 faults is dimmnuſhed 
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[fir them n:to inſelfe. For. Nanders haue.that 
avg: them, as Gregoy wellnoterh; {| peak- 


- | fe, ,.that weharbwot beene one:good man Whom 
the naughtineſſe of, euillmen hath not tried: for, that | 


ltor 1uch:remembrances ;'out Aeaucnly, Fa- 
= is contented that by ſuch calumuiations 


2 = tethyrhar «cw HatearnETE toino: Gickne(le,) 


| name. ;; that ſuch as are e bright i im the 
light rn 


their owne conſcience may be ſordidated, or 
dimmed, by the reports of other. Euill men haue 
their part, either becauſe with 1 Zoilus, when 
they): candq'no hurt to the good and yertuous, 
at leaſt they will ſpeake ill of them ; or els, becauſe 
(as Hierome writeth) It #5 the - ſolace of enrll men 
tu carpt at the good, thinking that by the great num- 


wid abated. ' Nay, God hath a fingerin ut, to 
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ric & (harpen men, and by that meanes to 


thus :*:Crng thoram almoſt all exainples:;” we 


I may ſe ſo ſpeake, the ſword of aur ſaule i i not brought 


to theexatindffe of: Law , if the file of other 
ments naughtoeſe. bath. not rubbed and fretted it. 


Againe, 1 in.asmuch as we ſhould grow into 
copeanddapgerous decurine; tt it werenot 


we.ſhould be rowzed trom the ſleepiveſſe 
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ſand drowzineſſe of the world:.* Play wit- | 
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bur only afaftidium, or tulneſteot ftomacke:: 
wherewithal| when hee 15 opprefled 5/he 
| way to cure him is to offer him ſomeitods 
rumely ; which 1s by tying an- Ape neere 
him : tor the Lion 15s ſo mouedand vexcd tor 
the time, withthe tricks which che Ape plat 
ſeth, that he riddeth'and putteth ouer that, 
which ſo much before oftended him. Euen 
ſo Ged: yſeth the: contumelies of baſe per- 
ſons; & the reproches ofthe vileſt, to rowze 
vp men of excellent - ee ; thaj they ſurter 
not-in voluptuouſne e, and1o conſequent- 
ly be lulled aſlcepe in idle ſecuritic, to their 
owne harine and/peraduentureruine.'”* -;, 
-  Butbeitfor onecor all theſe reaſons, cer- 
_[taine itis, that in our age as well as m times 
by-paſt , the deereſt children of God hauc 
|raſted of this triall;; and-haue been torced to 
| Endure very horrible imputations & ſtaining 
aſperſions , which tho henomous tongues 
of yngodly men haue ftriuved to caſt'vpon 
them. - It were n6 hardmatterto name'very 
(ſtrange calumniations whichchave been in- 
uented by the vaſlals of Antichriſt, ah&pab- 
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books (whichareniobetterthan defamatory 


liſhed by the adorers of the beaſt int diuers| 
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[che ſtrang holds of idolatry, and gaue tree 


|generalitie of our-proteſſiqn.,; with, reports 
[moſt odioys, and ſuch. as muſt. needs beac-\ 
| |knowledged ftorabomunable; if they (hould 
{be true: butin ſooth areinthe fight of God, 
[ot Augelsand men\,/befare heayey & earth; 
| but plane fRionsand tdrgeries,.c0n retas: 


libels) againſt Gods ſeruants of the higheſt 
| | 
ranke yponcarth, becauſe they ouer-rurned, 


paſlage to the Goſpell of Chrift Telus. Butl 
torbeare, to giue ſuch particular inſtances, 
and rather leauc to.the conſideration of the 
wiſe , whether it niay cuer be hoped , that| | 
ſuch irreligious creatures (who haue ſolde 
themſclues to Sathan the accuſer of the bre- 
thren) will makeſpare-to. laſh, and, ſcourge 
ſuch ſingle petſans as ſtand.in their way , 6 
hinder thar deſignes ; when thoy' make no 
conſcienceto brand our holy faith, and the|- 


in them no paccell of yeritie,' Of which-ſort 
are thoſe detamations, which acountryman 
ofours, wihouallſbame,;auouchcth inia 


= 


{fRamaphietnatJong fince putout, and pub- 
liked to. theiworuld ; That) the Proteftants are 


bound jnconſcience;hener to askg'God forgiueneſſe of 


[their fenes.1 That the Proteſtants.are bound incor» 
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ſcience to auoid all 00d Works : That the Proteſtants 
,make Godthe author of ſome ; the only cauſe of ſunne : 
that man ſmneth not ; that God us Worſe than the Dt- _ 
vel. And that of 4 Reſſers writing again} the +; ng 
French King now reigning : Fommun animas gy 
cum corporibus interire , &* homines a brutts pecori- 
[bus nibil differre , Euangelicorum mfmita milliacre- 
dunt. Infinite thouſands of Proteſtants doe belecue 
that the ſoules of men die together with their bodies, 
and that men do nothing differ from brute beaſts. 
Such truthleſſe,ſhameleſle,and graceleſſe 
aſſertions they haue notſticked to proclame 
openly in the face of the Sunne. The know- | 
ledge whereof ſhould cauſe all merrindifte- 
rently afte&ted, notto be credulous or light} 
of belecte , whenthey tinde gall and bitter- 
nefle-caft out of the mouth or penne of an 
enemy of the Goſpel againit any contend- 
ing for the truth, though it be but a private 
wan ; but eſpecially to ſuſpend their iudge- | 
ments, when perſons of higheſt quality, for 
maintatuing Gods cauſe, are traduced by an| 
enemy,or detamed by ſome vile one, w ole 
[rongueard pen indeed is no ſlander, as we 
common|y ſpeake. For theſe great ones are 
the ſpecia! marke whereat malice dothaime; | 
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and as don ordinarily haſtencth to the 
heatt, lo oy. henuie letdriue atthehead, at 


thoſe who be moſt cemment in the State and, 
[Common-wealth.. When (ato the elder Ii-! 
ued, there was not-in all Rome ſo woorthy a 
[may 2s he: for (as ' Plmy noteth) he was the 


| 


| 


Ib /t Orator,, the beſt Leader or Generall in the fi-ld, 


the beſt Scnatour or Connſeller that was in = 
Cine : yet was he ſo 1ntreated-as never-man' 
hc! .bang publike! y called to Ius au{we ”_ 
toureand fortic ſeueralltimes, w hereby one] 
while lis fame was hazarded, another while 
his hte : and yet alwayes he was honorably, y 
or as the yoonger Ply hath it," gloriowſy ab- 
folued and acquitcd. 'Poubtleſie there was| 
againſt him a. great deale of ſplecne, a very 
great deale of malice. From the touch wher-: 
of, cucu Kings and Princes are ſo farre from 
being free, that thoy are-more ſubiett to'; 
than any other perſo ns, :: which made * An 
tiſthenes to ſay, That it Was a Kinely thing ; When 
thou haſt done wel, tobe ill ſpoken of tor thy labor. 
And it we.be delirous to fee a famous ex-: 
ample of this, there 18-no onemore.notable 
than that of holy Daud , who being frſt a 
Pr ophet, and atterwards a  King,(buri inboth 


molt 


| | To Tus READER. 
mott vnſpotred rouching the crimes layd a- 
gaiott him) yea betng a man after Gods own 
heart, yet was accuſed and charged with 
many hainous iniquittes ; - which cauſed him 
0 complaine both betore and after his com- 
ming to the Crowne : as voto Saul: © /Vhere: 
fore 2ineſt thou an eare vnto mens Words , that fa : 

Behulde, Dawuid jecketh cuill agamf? thee? And to 
God khimſelte : 0 ® Lord my yGod ; if I haue done 
this thing , meaning, which they layd vnto 
| him ; . if thine be any wickedneſſe m my hands, 1n- 
tending » ſuch as they would faſten ypon 
him, then let theenemie perſecute my ſoule and take 
it. And in another place, {peaking to the 
landering Aduerſarie, Thy * tongue imagineth) 
miſchiefe , and is ikea ſharpe razor that cutteth dec) 
ceitfully. And yet turther: The* proud haue ma: 
lomed a be againſt me. So in the next Plalme: 
Y Deliner my foule O Lord from lying lips , and from| 
 deceitſall rogue. Thele things, and that the 
p drunkards did make ſongs vpon him, did 
many times exceedingly grieuc him, hn he; 
who labourecd to ſeemeinnocent, ſhould be 
reproched as nocent ; that he who was but 
che Patient , ſhould ' held for the Agent ; | 
thatthe man wronged , (hould ber repor ted 
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{property of innocency and integritie, thatit| 


[their fame cleered from the reproches ot 
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to do wrong vanto other ; that he whole lite 
was ſought, ſhould be termed by Shiner, * 1 
man of blood , and a murtherer. Thus troubled 
& grieued him avoue meaſure. For it is the] 


it may finde no other reward , yetit would 
oladly ſhine 1a the fimplicitie and inceritie 
of 1t ſelfe. But when there was no other 
helpeto be treed trom thoſe flanders, Damd 
had one aſlured remedie ; that was, to retire 
himſelfe to the Lord, 8 commend his cauſe 
to his Maker : As he excellently doth inthe 
three and forticth Plalme , where being op- 
preſied by the malice of his aduerſaries, and 
complaining of it inthe firſt verſe : > Iudoe me 
0 God, and defend my cauſe againſt the vamercifull 
people : deliuer me from the deceitfull x wicked man, 
he helpeth himſelte in the laſt verſe , rebu-! 
king the impatiency which he tound in his 
owne ſoule, and direQing his afteQions vn- 
to another courſe, ©/Vhy art thou caſt downe my| 


oule * and Why art thou difquieted Within me ? W. r\ 
} 


| on God : for I'v:l yer voue him thanks : he ts my Pre: 


ſent helpe aud my God. 


Many men haue beendefirous to haue 


their 
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their enemies, and haue ſought meanes to 


haue their hearts caſed trom the diiturbain- 
ces and diltempers wheretnto tallc accuſat- 


ons haue put them. Zenois much commen- 


ded,that with ſuch calmneſſc he could turne 


ed on him: for being asked, how he did bear 
himſelte againſt euil ſpeeches: : 1 Tdo,ſaith he, 
as if an Embaſſadour ſhould be ſent vnto me , and 1 

hould returne him Without an anſwer, This tor a 


alide thoſe bitter taunts which ſome beltow. ; 


Philoſopher, who was but an heathen man, 
was an excellent reſolution. But in theſe 
words of Dauid , there is a way more bs 
than Zeng could conceiue ; that is, to looke 


vpto our great God, and commit all to him, 
expecting his good leaſure. Itisnot enough 
when a man being priuy to-his owne i11no- 
cencie doth not bonds withir | 1m(ſclic,ortret 
againſt the wicked which :re thungs® for- 
[bidden vato vs) but 5. nuſt goca ttep far- 
ther, and propole to his owl heart ſome 
more notable example. And in this caſe 
who is rather to be imnated by a Chrittiay,' 
em: our Sauior Chriſt? Concerning whom 
S. Chryſoſtome ſaid well : That* when he caft oxt. 
diuels, and didinnumer able good things, and yet Was|, 
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honour him Who ſent me. This 1s molt truly re-! 


{wait patiently onthe Lord, to cait y p his cies 


\fng, And thisisthe very Leſſon which hee 


; 


Trus PrEtrace | 
il ſpokenof ; againſt thyſe men who ſaid, that he had 
the Diuell, he did not ſend any thunderbolt he did not 
ouerthrow thoſe blaſphemous mouthes , he conſumed 
not with fire thoſe onchaſte, vngratefull, Inworthie 
tongues of theirs : but only with theſe Words put a-| 
(fade thoſe ell ſpecches ; Thane not the Diuell, but I 


lated of our Sautour : but there was in him 
ſomewhar els , which 1s better obſerued by 
S. Peter : $ /Vhen he wes remiled, be rewled not a- 
'gaine ; When he ſuffcred, be threatened not, but com- 
mitted it to him that idgeth righteoufly. And this, 
commitung ut to him that iudgeth righte- 
ouſly, wasthe.courle which Dauid vſcd: to} 


to heauey, and commending to God the 1n- 
regrity.of his wales, to leaueallto his dif po- 


teacheth both himſelfe and .other. For in 
the ſeuen and twentieth Pſalme; hauing ſpo- 
ken of lus Þ aduerſaries, of falſe witoeiles 
which roſevp againit him, and ſuch as ſpeak 
cruelly, he concludeth with this document, 
Flope in the Lord ; bee ſlrmg, and hee ſhall comfort 
thine heart , and truſt m the Lord, Which isthe 
mott ſound inſtruftion, that any creature 
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thing can be ſecret) 


he ſimplicity ot his conucrlation. And:aſ- 
|ſuredly that God whoisthe God of truth, 
wall >” the patron and protectour of inno- 
cencie in lus ſeruants. Ir-15-a [trong conſo- 
lation. which: Daurd gtueth in this-caſe ; 


and be [hall bring it to paſſe. Aud hce (hall bring 
foorth thy righteonſueſſe as the light , and thy indee: 
'ment as thenoone day.” But it tallouiets'} Wait 
patiently pon the Lord ,. and hopein him : As if 
thatmuſt bee the meanes to attainethy de- 
fire : not torun betore tay Maker , and a p- 
point him the time when thy integrity thall 


loquic thalþ his blk from thy eltimation ; 


can haue : to looke vp to his Creator (to 
whont all hearts are open, and no priue 
and ro commend to 1s 
nroudence, ro Js fatherly care and wiſe- 
dome,thevnſpottedneſie ot Ins wates,. and 


: Commit thy way onto the Lord, and truſt 1bim, 


beecleered., andthe dimming clouds of ob-| 


but to leaue that to. his managing, to his di- 
{poſe and dire@ion. For as S..( by) /oftome 
| telleth vs ;* If-it bem te power of God to 9rne On-? 
to Vs , it ts alſomn his power to give When  bimfalſe 
| pleaſeth: Itisfaid of him, ha hee doth all 
things in | meaſtwe, number and Waight.. Burt if 
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 |purging thy ſelte, or how the wickednes of! 
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betorethe number beetull , or the meaſure 
bevp, thou wilt limit him the time when 
thy 1nnocencie mult appeare : thou takeſt 
on theeto be wiſer thanthe Lord , and in a 
fort mounting vpinto his rhrone 1n heauen, 


| thou doeſtiuitle him out of his ſeat of ma- 


telty and eternity. It thou wilt ſet downe! 
the decree for time or place,or the maner of 


thine encmies mult be diſplated , thou ma- 
keſt thy (elfe the Iudge,and the Lord of hea- 
uen and carth ſhall be but thy executioner. 
Leaue the maine then to him (which doth 
not fore-cloſe thee, but that thou mayltyſc 
all honeſt means to lay open thy vuſpot- 
tedneſle) and thou ſhalt hauc reaſon withf 
Dauid to thanke him , and fay : ® He # my 
ano helpe and my God. 

And in truth itisſtrangeto ſeethe Lords| 
worke 1n this behalte, how, when the fame 
of his ſeruants hath beene vniuſtly denigra>| 
ted by falſe accuſations, hee taking the mat- 
ter into his hands hathin his 200d rimedil- 
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Said was informed that Daud fought his life, 


oy all miſts of ſlander. Lideraek Dauid 
imſelte had fingular experience. For when 


and; 
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Ibebold I:haue done fooliſhly, and haue erred excee- 


{by three: perſons was accuſed of a hainous 
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| © To -Fas Raenun _ 
and by the otten ingeminations of maliti- 
ous menthis was taken for a truth, and Daxid 
was accordingly perſecuted, andin danger 
to be murdered , God put Saul ®rwo ſeue- 
rall times into-the hands of Daud; that eaſi- 
ly hee might haue ſlainehim : 'which being 
entertained as an inuincible argument of 
Dauids fidelity , Saul himſelte by the irretra- 
gable cuidence of truth was forced to. crie 


my ſonne Dauid ,- for I will doe thee no more harme, 
becauſe: my ſoule Was precious m thine eies this day : 


dingly. . Euſebius hath ſuch another example, 
of 4 Narciſſns the Biſhop ot Jeruſalem ,* who 


was.a vertuous and worthy man, and yet| 


cricne.. The ſtory doth not clecrely deliuer 
What it was : bucby circumſtances 1t may be| 
gathered, to bee incontinency. Thele three 
to giue the more, reputation to thar accula- 
tign, wherewithall they charged him , did| 
vie diuersimprecations and execrations on 
themſflucs., it-thoſe things: were:nor true 


out,  * Thou art more righteous than I : for thou| 
| haſt rendered me good, and Thaue rendered thee eull. 
Anda ſecond time : ? Thane ſtned: comeagaine 
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\which they obiected agaiatt him. As the 
jone wiſhed that himſelte might be burne,! 


Jthe tight of his eyes: withthe rheume thar 


—— 
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the ſecond that he might dicot a loathſome 
diſcaſe;the third that he might loſe the fight 
oft hiseyes. This conſtant and conſenting 
crimination-ſo afteed Narciſſus , though 
priuy to his own vprightneſle, that he with-' 
drew himſelte from his abode, and liuing 
privately commended his righteous cauſe! 
To God: which had ſuch efte&, that not ve-| 
ry long atter, the firſt of his accuſers was in-| 
deed conſumed with fire, the houſe being 

burnt in which he remained: the ſecond di-| 
ed of the ſamediſcaſe which he wiſhed vp- 
on himſelfe : and the third being much at- 
frighted with thepumſhmentof his tellows, 
had remotſeof his finne', and came and o- 
penly acknowledged the confpiracy ofthe 
three againft innocent Narcifſs-: but with- 
all, he had ſuch feeling of his owne iniqunty | 
that powring out continual] reares, .hee'Joſt 


deſcended.; A moſt memorable: narrarion} 


to their comfort, who, being wronged by 
menin theirfame or good /name, commend 


their cauſe to God. Like ro which is thato!| 
| "— Theo: | 
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c Theodoret, who reportcth, that Euftathins the 
Patriarke of Antioch had many combats with 
the 4rrians for defence of Chriſts truth : and 
when he ſtill prevailed againit them , they 


nn 


tainc, that a childe was his which the held in 


her armes : by which meanes hee was con- 


ciſſus tormerly had done; which had ſuch 
[force with Almighty God , that within a 
while after the harlot was ſtricken with a 
gricuous {ickneſſe, which wrought in her fo 
powerfully , that thee irecly conteſled the 
combination of the Arrians againſt the holy 
man: and how ſhee was ſuborned to accuſe 
him wrongfully,whereof ſhe was now ory. 
Burt whereas ſhe had faid that Euſtathins was 
[the father of her childe; that indeed was true 
of another Eyſtathins , but not of the Biſhop 
of Antioch. Wherein wemay bcholde, that 
cucn ſo long agone Equiuocation was in 
'vie, butit was with-leaud perſons, as here- 
|tikes and harlots : bur withall Gods worke 
lappearcth, that he will not euermoreſuffer 
innocencieto be oppreſſed; and truthto be 


out of their malice ſuborned a hartlotto ac-| 


cuſe him of tornication,and openly to main-| 


{trained to flieto the ſame ſuccour that Nars| 


py - 
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wronged; 
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wronged; butatthe laſt yeritic ſhall breake| 


{dutie,in honor toGod and loueto his truth, 


(moſt. bleſſed. Sauereigne.))Wherein: alben 


——_—_— 
—_ 
—— 
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torth,as the Sunne which was darkned with 
a cloud. Aud this mercitull tauor of Godro 
his ſeruants was not onely inthe ages palt,} 
but our dayes hauc experiments of the very 
like occurrents; as1na famous calc lately a-| 
Ged ar Edenborough may ſenſibly be diſcoue- 
red: whereof, becauſe | was aneye-witaefſe 
at my late being there by the commande- 
ment of his Maicſtie , I haue thought it my 


» 


| 


to declare what I ſaw and heard; that this 
tollowing Treatiſc penned by an honorable 
perſonage of North-Britame might not goe 
torth vnaccompanied with theDeclaration 
oof one of Sorth-Britame, for ſo much as hee] 
babald oo hi nh 1514 7 ic 
. Thereare few in'this. land of any vuder-! 
ſtanding , but:haue heard of the traiterous 
and bloodie attemproft the Earle Ggyrieand 
his brother agaiuſt the perſon and litcot our 


therej were ſuch ewderices:and arguments, 
as that any. man who would haue:taken no- 
tice thereot;rghthaue/beenſufticientyin-| 


formedthorkincten artheveryfirſt;and at- 


a. 
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lull knowledge thereof 4 and accordingly 


mater,audegicaft/an imputation where it 
was leaftideſerned: Whilh 

permitted for the ſpace: of ſonie yeeres to 
ranckle. and teſter itz the bowels of thoſe 
who were the-Arithours of it ;theſame God| 
in-his wifdomehtlalt meaning tocurethem 


coucred;, thatinthe ſametreaſon, although 


terward by the cleere depoſitions (tor r molt 
pregnant circumſtances) and ample atteſta- 
tions of many perſons of honourand quali- 
tie, the Parliament of that Kingdometooke 


ocecded to the-torfaiting of the whole e- 
{tate of that Eatrle,and ot his heires for ever: 
yet ſome humorous men, whominthat re- 
ſpedt I may wuſtly-terme: ynthanktull ynto 
God and; vnduntull to their: King , out:of 
fond imaginations,or :rather, it you will, ſc- 


cer buzzings 1to- the'cares of the people 
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ditiousfuppolitions of their owne, did both 
avhomeand abroad;by whiſperines and ſe-| 


(who were better perſwaded of them than 
indeed there was cauſe) imploy their wits 
and tongues 40! 'obfcure the'trueth of that: 


wher: God hadi 


if: they would beccured of that maladie, diſ- 


caried. neuer: {o: leetetly ; there : were: other 


hs E - 
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[in that countrey. Which matter , or ſome 


| papers found vpon him, itwas ſo wiſely ca- 


 — 
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contederates , ot whom hutherto the warld 
had taken no kinde of knowledge. And al- 


beit two of the perſons intereſted inthat by- 
linefſe were lately dead, and departed vnto, 


F AM 


[lay vpon them (vulellethey died tepentans) 
yet it was apprehended that a tlucd partie 
remained, who bad fore-knowledge ofthar 
con(piracie , and was able to-vtter nuuch of 
the ſecrets ot it; one George Jprot,a Notaric 
inhabiting at He-mouth,a place well knowen 


part thereof, being made knowentoan'ho- 
nourable perſon, a moſt faithfull ſeruant to 
his Maieſtic , firſt by ſome words that fell 


from Sprot himaſelte, and afterwards by ſome 


ried, and (0 prudent! [ brought about ,.by 


the great care and dilizehce of-that noble 
man (God Almightie blefling the buſineſle) 


this Treatiſc , ypou the Ads. to be ſeene; 
which archere ſet downe at large, word for! 
word as they agree with the proceſle origi- 
nall, and other examinations, that ſuch as 
hauc becne auerſc may atlaftreceiue ſatixfa- 


Fd 
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far greater torment than all the earth could! 


that ſo much was reueiled as followerh in| 


Aion. 
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onthe day of his death , when hee ſuffered 
for that treaſon. Hauing then the ſentence 
Augult 1608 inthe fore-noone , andpub- 
likely being warned to prepare hinſelte to 
his.end, which mult be that atter-dinner, he 
molt willingly ſubmitted hirmſelte vito that 
puniſhment, which (as he then acknowled- 
ged) he had iultly deſeraed. And being left 
to himſelte ti] dinner-trme was expired,then 
came to him 1nto that private place where 
hee remained, ſome-of the'® reverend Bi- 
ſhops, diuers L L.- ot theSeſfion, two of the 
Engliſh Miniſters thereim ploied by his Ma- 
tefhe:; with diuers other Miniſters idf the 
[own c of Earnbdrough.. Before whonr' he firſt 
acknowledged 'and: quouched! his' former 
|contefſion to be-wue, andrhar he would die 
inthe ſame;;andrien falkbng on his knees in 


ion. Touching all which , | ſhall fay.no- 
thing, bur only report that which befel] vp-| 


paſſed on him vpon Friday the tweltth of 
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| |ſoforciblean impreſſion 12 thofe perſons of 
[honour and learned; men who beheld him, 
- [that there was ſcantiany. one of them , who 


. » \: 3 
C 4 % "94 \ o 
bv 0 06- _ : 


nt. 


THe PREFACE 1 


lay , hee did in a fortdeie and caſt downe 


there hays beene ſwallowed vp in the gulte 
of deſperation ; yer. preſently laying holde 
vponthe mercies.af Godin Chrilt, heraiſed 
himſclte., and itrangely: lifted vp:his ſoule 
yato the Throneot Grace,applying toy and| 


can not;well bedeſcubed. ..Inthe admitting] 
oft this conſfolationamt9 his inward man, be 
but gut intouteares, ſo plentifully Adwing 
from him-y.thattor a gime they ſtopped his 
yoice, Theiight &hearing;wherat avroght 


| could refraine teares 10 the:place, as diuers 

(of :xhemſelyesathariday-did/witheſſe vmo 

me. Thoeffe&:of hiaprayer was the aggta- 
uating of his, crime in cancealing_.the trea- 
ſon againſt the Kings Maicſtie;; into. which, 
hee ſaid, God did woit ibim te fall, by 
reaſon of his farmer Tckedn 
ſperately multiplied) in defpinht; of God and bis holy 
hh od.  And:thereupoagoing on with ma- 
[ay {enfible ſpeeches and-wokt: feeling come 


himleltc tothe gatas of hell, as if he ſhould! 


comtort;:to his owne heart 1o eftecually, as} 


\ Þhich be had fodes 


| 


| 


——— mmm 
pariſons, 


[ſo went on1n a itranse vnatteted current of 
words, liuely expreſſing the ſorrow of his 


— 


 Ithou haſt left me this comfort in thy VVaord,that thou 
haſt ſayd , (ome unto meall ye that are weary and| 


bt 
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dreadtull danger wherein hee was, if the 


Notwithſtanding, at laſt heproceeded : Net 


ucllous loud and ſhrill voice, he added, why 
ſhould T call thee father , that haue ſo many Wayes 
and ſo horribly tranſgreſſed thy commandements, mn 
all the courſe of my life , but eſpecially in concealing 
this vile , fearefull and dinelliſh treaſon again vſt my 
moſt gracious Sourratene * Lord, Lord, there 1s no- 
thing belongeth to me but wrath and confuſton : and 


heart. Yer there heſtayd not, but ſpake for- 
ward to this purpoſe : Notwithſtanding, Lord 


laden,and I will refreſh you. Lord I am weary,Lord 
I am heawly laden withmy ſt1mes , Which are innus 
merable : Iam ready to fincke Lordenen to hell,with-| 
out thou mn thy mercy put to thy hand and deliuer me. 
Lord thou haſt promiſed by thine owne word , out of 
thine owne mouth , that thou wilt refreſh the weary 
ſoule. And with that he thruit out one ot his 


Lordin iudgement ſhould lookeypon him. 


pariſons , hee inſiſted on the tearctull and| 


moſt merciful father whereat he made a ltay,| 
jand repeating the word father with a mar- 


. 


©3 
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{hands , and caching as high as hee could, 


| 


\that for which he muſt die: Wherin, not withſtanding 
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with a louder voice and a ſtrained, cried , 1 
challenge thee Lord, by that word, and by that pro- 


miſe which thou haſt made , that thon performe and 


comfort me by thy holy ſpirit : aſſure my conſcience of| 
the forgineneſſe of my ſumes, &7 ſay to my ſoule, that 


petitions vttered to the hike eftet, hea ppli- 
ed to himſelte the mercies of God in Chiutt 
leſus, in whom he aſſured himſcite of Gods' 
fauour,. with carneſtrequeſt, that he might 
continue in that aſſurance to the end, wher- 
of he nothing doubted. 

- Afterward,bcing brought to the ſcaffold, 
wherc he was to dic,hevttered many things, 
among which | obſerued thefe : Ft acknow- 
ledyed to the people , that he was come thither to ſuf- 
fer moſt deſernedly ; That hee had beene an offender 
againſt Amightie Godin very many refþcfts ; But 
that none of hus finnes was ſo grieuous onto him, as 


he Was not an Aftor, but a Conceeler only. That he 


ſeruant the Laird of Bour, both Which, hee ſayd : 


make it good to mee , that call for eaſe and mercie at| 


thy hands. Lord heare mee, Lord pardon mee, Lord 


thou art reconciled. And ſo atter many zealous! 


was mgyred im it by the Laird of Raſtalcig and his] 


were. 
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were men that profeſſed not religion. Whereup- 
on he exhorted men to take bred bow they ace 


a GABE Gaan. 


laydhe, with ſuch as make not profeſſion of relgt- 
lon, there is no faith , no trueth,, no holding of their 
word, as himſelfe had triedand found. But tou- 
[ching the treaſon for the concealing where- 
of he was condemned, he added, That he tas 
preſerued aliue to open that ſecret myHerie which ſo 
long had layen hidde ; That God had kept him fmice 
that attempt of the Earle Gowric from-very manie 
dangers, but notedly from one, When being in appa- 
rent hazzard of drowning , he was ſtrangely deliue- 
red: Which, ſaid he, Was Gods Wworke, that I might| 
remaine aljue onto this happie and bleſſedday , that 
the trueth might be made knowen. And now I cone 
feſſe my fault to the ſhame of my ſelfe , and to the| 
ſhame of the Diuell; but to the glorie of God. And 1 
doe it not either for feare of death , or for any hope of 
life, ( for I haue deſerned to die, and am onworthie 
to live ) but becauſe it ts the trueth , Which T ſhall 


{great , that if Thad a thouſand lines , and could die 
ten thouſand deaths, yet Tmight not make ſatifatii- 
01 , that I ſhould conceale ſuch a treaſon agamit ſo 
gracious a Kinz: Theſe and the like words, 


_ 


companied With ſuch as are not religious ; becauſe, 


ſcale with my blood. My fault , fayth hee , To 


ay" | 
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when hee had ſpoken ypon one {11de ot the 
ſcaffold, hee turned him to the ſecond tide, 
and afterward to the third,(that all the peo- 
ple might heare) where he ſpake to the ſame 
purpoſcas formerly he had done. Andhere 


| itmay not be forgotten, that in the vtrering, 


of theſe things lus tongue ſerued him verie 


all feareofdeath, his voice was loud and au- 
dible on cuery part : which was the more 
ſtrange, becauſe at the times of his examina- 
tion, as alſo that very torc-noone, at the 
houre of his arraignment, his ſpeech was 


[low and weake ; but now ſo ftrong,as it God 


of purpoſe had giuen him power to deliver 
his words in ww, a maner , thatall the peo- 
ple mightheare and vaderſtand. 

When this aboue-mentioned declarati- 
on had beene made, Sprot returned to that 


part. of the: ſcaffold where he firſt. began to 


ſpeake,and there falhing on his knees, he vt- 
|rered a prayer to the ſame purpoſe as1s ſet 


down in this enſuing Treatiſe. And hauing 


- cendod thedame, one of the Miniſters prated 


againe, 


_— _ 4 = 
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well, with words readie and\ignificant, his: 
memorie was perfect , his countenance rea- 
ſonablv cre& and full of alacritie , without] 


—— — —— 
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againe ; and the priſoner toyned with lum, 


That God would forge his ſinnes , and receine his 


foule to mercie. Atter which, Sprot ſtanding 
vp made diuers requelts : Firſt, that what hel 
ſcattold, might be putinto his Proceſle, that! 
the world mighttakenotice of it. Secondly, 
[that ſuch as were preſent (as they might 
haue opportunity) would be ſuters vnto the 
King , that his Maiteſtie would torgiue him 
this offence, for the which, he ſayd, he cra- 
ued pardon of Gat of his Squer erone, and the World. 
And'thirdly, ", deſired thole of the Mini-| 
ſerie hich? were preſent, that whereſocuer 
they, came they would proclame 1 in the Pul- 
pit his confeſiton ot his crime, his ſorow for 
the ſame, and hisful! hopethat God would 
pardon him. And tothe end that this might 
be pertormed , hee tooke the hands'of ſuch! 
Miniſters as ftood neereabouthim/, ſo bin- 
ding a promiſe on them.. And heere, being 
told by the ſaid Mimſters and other perſons 
ot quahitie, that being (0 neere his departure 
outof the world,it concerned himroſpeake 
nothing bur the tructh , and thatypon the 
—_ O his foule : he anſwered, that to the| 


had deliuered by this Contetlion on the! 
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lend that they ſhould know, that hee had 
{ſpoken nothing but rhe verite , and that 


4 


4 


[ed vnto my Sauour. Aſcending vpto the lad- | 
[der , he deſired the as 6 ro {ing a Plalme} 


[ming and auowing his former confeſſion, 


[ders by might heare : which was the figne 
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his Confeſſion was true 1n euerie reſpect, 


hee would (at the lalt gaſpe) giue them 


— — —————————— 


ſome apparent token for the confirmation 
of the ſame. Then fitting himſclfe to the 
ladder, the Executioner commeth to him,! 
and , as the maner is, asking forgiueneſſe| 
of him ; /Vith all my beart , ſaith hee , for you 


doe but your office , and it is the thing Tdeſave ; be- 


cauſe ſuffering in my bodie, T ſhall in my ſoule be toy- 


with him, which they did with many a wee-+ 
ping cyc. Hee named the ſixt Plalme , and 
beginning at or taking it vp himſelfe,in eue- 
ric yerſe or line thereot hee went betore the 
people, ſinging both lowd and tunably vn- 
Ry end. Then once againc confir- 


— 


he coucred his owne face, and commend- 
ing lis ſoule to God, hee was turned off the 
adder ; where hanging by the necke ſome 
little while , hee three ſeucrall times gaue a 


lowd clap with his hands , thatall the ſtan- 


or 
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lor token (as it ſeemeth) which he a little be-| 
fore had ſayd that hee would giue at his laſt 
[gaſpe , for the ratification and auowing of 
thoſe things , which by his confeſſion hee 
had ſo many times declared and delivered. 
Theſe things were done in the open ſight 
of the Sunne, in the Kmgs Capitall towne,| 
at- the Market-crofle in Edenborough, inthe 
preſence of diuers thouſands of all ſorts; of 
the Nobilitie, of the Clergie, of the Gentrie,| 
of the Burgeſfles, of women and children, 
my ſelfe with the reſt of the Engliſh Mini- 
|fters ſtanding by and looking on,.and gi- 
uing G 0D the glorie, that atter ſo long a / 
ſpace as eight yeeres and eight dayes (forſo| * | 
it was by 1uſt computation atter the attempt 
of Gowrie) he was pleaſed to-giue ſo-noble a 
[teſtimonie vato that, which by ſome ma- 
ligners had becne ſecretly called in queſtion 
without any ground-or reaſon. I have re- 
[ported-at length thoſe particulars which 1] | 
Met and faw, which thatlonourable per- | 
ſonage,who wrote this Treatiſe following 
doth ſomewhat: more briefly deliver , but 
[yet both of vs very truly, as thouſands can 
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'  Qut of both thele narrations there may 
diuers'obſeruations be gathered. As firſt, 
how baigous a thing 1t 1s inthe {ight of God 
himſelte, tor ſubiects of what natureor qua- 
litic ſocueryto enter 10to conſpiracte againſt 


CY 


|the lite and perſon of the Lords Anointed: 


IreſpeRs, and intended many more wayes 


tor Alnughtic God hath threatned to diſco- 
uer theſe traiterous enterpriſes ; and it no 
other way,yet by ſome {trange and MIFACu-! 
lous falhion. Hee who ſpake againſt cruel! 
imaginations of the heart, * Cu/e not the King, 
no not in thy thought : for the fowle of the heauen| 
ſhall carie the voice, and that which hath wings ſhall 
declare.the matter 5 what will he do, when acts 
of hoſtile in-rebelliots maner thall be en- 
tred into2 And doth his Diuine Maicftie diſ- 
cloſeit., and will he not alſo punſh it > The 
example of that Earle Gowrie among, thou- 

ſands of others may bc a ſufficient in{truRi-| 
on inthis behalte, who tor his Soucraignes 
louc and gracious fauour teſtified, in many 


vnto him, returning nothing.but vngrate-| 


tulneſle and traiterous reſolutions , digged 


a pit for another , but by Gods iudgement] 


tell into it himſel o : and did ngt only loſein 


( 
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oneday his fidelitie, eſtimation and lite, but 
fouerthrew his houſe and all the honour ot 
his familie, thorow ſucceeding generations. 
Therctore farce beit at all times from any 
[noble heart to walkein his wayes,, or vpon 
any occafion to entertaine ſuch diſcontent- 
mentas may grow to vndutifulaeſle : tor 
when the wrath ot God ihall ouertake men 
toffendingin this kinde., andtheiuttice of a 
King ſhall once proceedagainſt them,what 
horror muſt there needs be in their bowels 
and conſcience ? what trembling & aftrigh- 
ting.in their very ſoule 2 It this poore man 
Sprot , for concealing that odious combina-| 
tion, found ſuch touches in himſelfe, and 
ſuch remorſe in his heart, what quaking 
aud dreadtulneſſe may we thinke will fall on 
him whos guilue of the higheſt ad of trea- 
ſon and rebellion? 

Secondly , wee heere may ſecthe Lords 
protettion ouer Chriſtian Kings and Prin- 
ces; whom as hee placeth next himſelie in 
maicſtic and authoritie, and calleth them by 
his owne name, Thaxe ſaid, © Je are Gods ; ſo he 
bleſſeth and vpholdeth them as has Depu- 


HI . : - 
ties and Vice-gerents , men repreſenting 


ith. 


| 


wes 
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Ra E himſelfe 
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Trt' PrREFACY 
himſclte , eſpecially it ſincerely they ſerue 
and feare and loue him. He is a God of or- 
der , and loueth ſubordination in all King- 
domes and Countreys , where tif hee grace, 
countenance and protedt interiour Magj- 
{trates, what will hee doe to the heads and 
chicte gouernours of his people, who are 
next to his owne greatneſſe? Hee hath ſer! 


| 


\ 


them abone other in honour and glorie , 
which cauſeth them to be more obſerued 


to God, do find acceptance with the High-! 
elt to-their noted proſperitic and eminent 
felicitie. Itpreſeructh from many perils, to 
haue art all phony and feafons rhe prayers 
and ſupplications of faithfull men and wo- 
men houering ouer ther heads, which may 
be perpetual! Remembrancers tor them to 
their heauenly Father , it by liumane fragi- 
litie and viauoidable imperfetions they 
ſhould forgetthemſeſues. 


Thirdly, we may tiote'more pa rticularly 
the fauing health 'of God vpon our graci- 


—— 


> 
_ 


— 


according to their ſtate : bur withall , the| 
prayers of their ſubies are-powred our for| 
their welfare, day 8 night, and at all times ; 
which concurring with rheir ownerequeſts 


| 


ous 


— lt Pay FY — 


—_— —t—. 
atm 


—— 


— — 4 


% 


_ 


—_—. 


LE —_ 


Imainteined and protected his perſon 1 in a 


Iit t expeRerh at the hands of his Maicſtie a 


end ; butto the cularging of his Church, to 


— 
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To The READER. 


ous Souereigne ; to whom as the Lord hath 
given many "bleſſings and much happineſle 
beyond all his Progenitours, ſo hee hath 


maruecllous and {trange maner , not onely 
trom his cradle vnto this day , but (as it is 
very well knowen) trom betore his com- 
ming into the world. And how did the 
Lord tree his ſeruant cuen from the brincke 
ot the pit, and trom the gates of the graue at 
the time of Gowries attempt ; 2? as als {1nce 
that day, when thoſe wicked ſonnes of Be: 
lial, the ſtatne of the Land and Countrey 
wheria they w were borne , intended th that 


— — = 


—_———— — 


Powder-treaſon : > Which as onthe oneſide 


greater thankfulneſſe to God the King of 
kings, ſo on the other ſide itcalleth tor of vs 


ens of gratctulneſſe to ſo mercitull 
a Lord, and heartic obedience to our Souc- 
rcigne, whom God hath raiſed 6 + , defen- 
ded, protetced, maintained , vpheld with 
has ————_ fauour to no common 


who fit peaceably vader his ſhadow, cuerla-| | | 
ſting as, 


} 


| 


33 
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the further ruine of  Anuchrilt ; ; tothe yni- 


| E 2 ting | 


eee. 
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1maginarie perils to hinder ſuch a' worke, 


\ſthe-bones of a dead man, when living men 


!owne pleaſure. The 'ftrange- conceits of 
 fwhom can neuer ſufficiently woonder at; 
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ting ot Kingdomes, tothe comfortof all the 
godly diſperſed thorow Europe. And ha ppy 


is hee, not who can finde deuices; and: cait 


but who 1n his poorc place can with a faith- 
full heart g1uve turtherance tothe ſame: 

Fourth y, as many bleſhings trom heauen' 
haue beca-powred on the head of his Maie- 
{tie,ſo ivis-novthe leaſt , that tanqutam & poſtls! 
2w/10, after ſo many yeeres, and thatas from| 


| 


would not belecue it, God hath given far- 
ther lightto the opening of the conſpiracie; 
of that m__ Earle Gowrie, which ſome 
tew perſons, afteted more to a rebel] thar Is 
dead, than to their liuing-Soucreigne;-did 
endeuour to diſguiſe and*maske at- their 


that men profeſling conſcienceand zeale to 
the trueth, ſhould vpon no kind of ground] 
or ſhew of probabilitie , ſuffer ſuch-ynrene- 

rent thoghts roenter intotheir hearts ;efpe- | 


cially againſt his-ſacred perſon , whoſe life. 


3. 


| ——_— —_—_—C——___—— 


hath beene ſo immaculate and vnſ; potted in 
the world , fo free fromalltouch of viciouſ- 


nelſo 


— 
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neſle and ſtaining 1mpuration , that eucn 
malice-it ſelfe eeflch leaueth nothing yn- 
ſearched) could never findetrue blemith in 
it, nor caltany probable aſperſion on it. A- 
gainſt his facred pcrſon,whom AS they: mult 
acknowledgeto be zealous as Daud, learned 
and wile as the Salomon of our age, religious 
as Toſtas, caretull ot ſpreading 'Chriſts taith 


as (online the Great ; ſo if they will peake 
trueth, they mult confeſle to beuult as Moſes,' 
|vndefiledin all-his wayos as Tehofaphat or He- 
zechias ;.tull of clemencie.as another Theodo: 
ſacs, farre trom ſpilling the. blood of any ot 
his Nobilitic,, but: rather ſparing thoſowho; 
[have lift. vp their hand againſt him. 'Net- 
withſtanding, when prepoſterous affe&ion 
had ſo blinded theſe men, thatthey would 
not ſcethis truth, the Lord hath-giucen light 
{yet once more. to the rechfying: of their 


. [1udzements. A fingutar example ot Gods 
vnlimired and ynbounded wiſdome , who 
will doc things as he liketh.: That when as 
S, Iobn-ſfayth , ur ſordefcit, fordeſcat adbuc, He 
that lift to. be-peeniſh- and refractarie. and 
ſelfe-concoited , did thinke hee mighthaue| 
perſiſted and died in that pecuiſhnefle and 


= 3 = refractarie 
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* Apoc,22, 
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[{oilluſtrious a teltimony of his miſconcei-| 


|rop, that iniquiticthalbe opened, that fiyn- 


[his owne: will; to put off and prolong his 


— — 
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retracarie conceit, and ſuppoſed that neuer 
any thing in this world ſhould haue beene 


able to retorme him, may ſce betore his face 


A 


ted fancie , and almoſt voatisfiable vaduti- 
tulneflc ; that vnleſſe his face be.bardened 
and his beart obdurated againſt both hea- 
ucu aud carth, he muſt ceaſe to be peruerſe.| 
God is the Gad of truth : and he who is the 

protectourotinnocency1n the pooreſt, will 
cettainly'be the maintciner and defender of 
integrine: and finceritic in his nobleſt and 
deareſt ſeruant. .It1s fat that he ſhould haue | 


merciestill the ime which (eemerth good to 
himſclte, that men may wait vpon him, and 
paticutly. expe, and ſtill taric che Lords 
letfure:'yea that his power may be knowen, 
who can'bring light-out of darkneſle, and 
good outoteuill., and truth out oftreaſon; 
who can giue hope beyond hope. But 
when hceis oncerclolucd that things ated 


in ſecret ſhall be preached vpon the houſe 


plicitic ſhall be cleered , and innocenciediſ- 
burdened of ſcandalous impurations , if 


INE. 


PS 


— 4 _——_ 


_ >. 4 en. emo— —_— CID 


kat 


- 


;lorill diſpoled. For as tlie lip: ot the Prieſt 


{Ibance of the State. Who ſhould ſticke clo- 


out the trueth in the ſtreets, * yer the 'yerie 


hmm Atm 
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men would not ſpcake, or children ſound 


ſtones ſhall crie, as our Sautour once anſwe- 


the G 0D of juſtice, who cleereth vp the 


— ee ed 


X Iwuc. 19. | 


red to the maligning Phariſces. Bleſſed be} 


tame of his holy ones, when malice would 
obſcure it. | | 
Laſtly, heere may be a warning to men 
of mine owne profeſhon', I meane the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpell, thatin caſes-of high- 
eſt nature between a King and hisrebell they 
conceiue notthings to the woottt, and (be- 


caufe. they will be oppoſite'to him whom 


ſeditton in- the eares. of women and chil- 
dren, or inthe nundes of men either weake: 


ſhould alwaycs preſeruc knowledge , {of 
{hould they preſerue trucio. And we are rof 
go before our:flecksand Co ngregations 1n 
obedience and obſequiouſneſle vato the 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate , Not in fowing ſeditt- 
on, or making of murinies, to the diltur- 


2 = 


fer 


moſt of allthey ih»uld honor) by buzzings| 
and whit; crings , and ſecret fuggeſtions,] 
Iwithouta | groundot trueth, labourto ſow 


! Mal. 2,7. 


— 


| 


teach obedicnce 2nd reſpectiueneſle vnto| 
| [Kings? And who more deſeruethto becha- 


| [ſtiſed than hegit he wiltully traaſgreſle?_. 


[{cruetathee, Chriſtian Reader; before thou 
[cometo the peruſing ofthis plaine and true 


| raignment aad-death of the perſon here de- 


' [Maicſtic, grant vato him many dayes full 


mmm... 


F HE Pais A CE WE | 
ſerto Moſes welding ſohuge a charge, than 
Aaron avd his tribe? And who ſhould rather 
labour to doe his Prince all right, than the 
Miniſter:of the Goſpel, who next atter rea» 


ching men their duticzo Go.D, is made to 


: Theſe things Lthought not amuſle to.0b-' 


narration , touching the examination, ar- 
ſcribed;.! Go. d Alnightie bleſle the Kings 


of pictic and feclicitic; and afterthis mor- - 
tall life expired, ſend him an eucrlaſt- 
ing Crown of gloric, through 
Iefus Chriſt our Lard. 
Amen. 


Thine in the Lord, 


Grorcs AsrBOT, 


_—_— 


| Ange?t 12, 16c8. 
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EXAMINATIONS 


ARRAIGNMENT, AND 


Conuiction of George Spret, Notary 


in Aye-mouth : Together with his 


conſtant and extraordinariebeha- 
utor at his death in Edenborough, ' 


Vritten and ſet forth by Sir Wi#;am Hart 
Knighe, L. Iuſticc of Scotland, = * 


IWhereby appeareth the tres y_o denice betweene - 


Io - N late Earle of eh \bert Logane . 
ir (commonly called Ds plorre | 
by them for the cruel murthering of ear | 
, moſt gracious Sovereigne. 


its. 


fs and well oeed ſubies to 
»\ their gracious Souereigne, and 


p ſtrange and almoſt miraculous accident, that fell 


cloſing of the mouthes of his 
Maieſties malicious enemies, to 
ſpend alittle time in difcourſe of | 


out of late , ancnt the revealing of the practiſes of 


F _ Gowries| 


ry ” * «4 þ 


| id .44 24 


M——— 


2 25 


| [romoue one George Sprot (who was privie thereto) 


_ |Iames Boyr, called Laird Bour, ſeraitor toReſtalrig, 
(whow 


1-9 Sprot in theplace of Faſt-Caltle. 


' fore. Indeed 1purpofed to hane come by your houſe, but 


—— 


a. 


| The Examinations, A; ratonment 


Gowres treaſonable Conſpiracie , intended againſt 


his Highneſle royall perſon. Which purpoſe was 
hidden and concealed, vnull the time it pleaſed God 


ro manifeſt and confeſſe the ſame, as by this that fol- 
loweth may appeare. 

This FSproz after divers examinations being mo- 
ued with remorſe of conſcience, forthe long con-j 
cealing of the forcknowledge of this rreaſonable 
conſpiracic,, confelleth ,- declareth and de 
with theperill of his owne life, 


Py 


| 


of Gowrics zreaſonable conſpiracie. CAN for the grea- 
ter aſſurance of his knowledge ,deponeth, 7 hat ht knew 


them , anent the treaſonable purpoſe aforeſayd , in the 
beginning of the Moneth of Iuly 1600, Which Letters 


45 imployed mediitour betw:xt them, and priny 
to all that errand) had in keeping, and a+”; the ſame 
The firſt of Gow- 


ries Letters copteining in effett, as followeth : 


FT 00d Laird of Reſtalrig , you vnderſiand what 
\_I conditions ſbould baue beene betwixt vs , of be- 


x#derſtanding of your abſence in Lothiane 1 came nor. 
_Alwayes I wiſh you either your ſelfe to come Weſt , or 
els to [ena ſome ſure meſſenger , who may conferre with 
mee anent the purpoſe you know, But rather would 1 


> Thathe knew perfedtly, chat Robert Logane, late| 
of Reſtalrig', was privie and wpon the foreknowledge| 


—— 


poneth , 
{ 


that there were diners Letters inter hanged betwixt| 


_———_— 


; 


wiſh! 


em. M— 


_ 
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content to revenge that Machianellian maſſecring_o 
[our deare friends , yea howbeit it ſhould be, to venture 


| 45 your Lordſhip intendeth , can not be done raſhly, but 
[with deliberation. And I thinke for my ſelfe , that it 


| 


ſhips Letter 1 am ſo comforted , that Ican neither utter | 


your Lordſhip with due thanks. And perſwade your 
Lordſbip in that matter , 1 ſhallbe as forward for your| 


—_—_ ww __— CCM. 


and Conuittion of George Sprot. : ; 
wiſh your ſelfe to come, not only for that errand, but for 
[ome other thing that 1 haue to aduiſe with you. 


| 


Bour, of the tenure followine - 


M 


Y Lord , my moſt humble datie and ſernice hear- | 
tily remembred, At the receit of your Lord- 


my io , nor finde my ſelfe ſufficiently able to requite| 


Loraſhips honour , 4 if it were mine owne caaſe. And 
Ithinke there « noliuing Chriſtian that would not be 


| Tothe which Letter Reſtalrig wrate ananſwer , and, 
ſent the ſame to the Earle of Gowric, by theſaid James 


ana h:2Zard life , lands and all other thing els. My 
heart can binde me totake part in that matter , as your 
Lordſhip ſhall finde better proofe thereof. But one thing 
wonul be done : namely , That your Lordſhip ſhould be 
circumſpect and earneſt with your brother , that hee be 
no; raſh in any ſpeeches contin the purpoſe of Padua. | 


Ay Lord, you may eaſily underfland, that ſuch apurpoſe 


were moit meet to haue the men your Lordſhip ſpake of, 
were taking paitime on the ſes, in ſuch faire Summer| 


[your (clfe ro come to my houſe of Falt-Caſtle by ſea, or 


time. And if your Lordſhip could thinke good either | 


fo ſend your brother, 1 ſhould hane the place very quiet, 
SE: : and 


——_— —_—_— aa _ 


readie in a boat or barke , and addreſſe them as if they, 


FL  DETIS 


of, and credit tv this. bearer : for ] dare nat only venture 


4 Lord, thinke nothing that Icommitt the ſecrecy here: 


— 


ithe houſe, And perſyvace your Lordſhip you ſhall be as 


The Exammations, Arratgnment 
and well prouided after your Loraſhips aduertiſement, 
where we ſhould haue no ſcant of the beit Veniſon canbe J 
had in England. And no others (hould haue acceſſe to 
haunt the place, during your Loraſhips being heere, but 
all things very quiet. And if your Lordſhip doubt of 
ſafe landing , 1 ſhall pronide all ſuch neceſſaries as maz 
ſerne for your Loraſhips arriuall, within a flight ſhot f 


ure nnd quiet heere, while we hane ſetled our plot , as 
if you were in-your owne chamber : for 1truſt and am 
aſſared we ſhall heare word within few dayes from them 


your Lorſhip knoweth of y for I haue care to ſec what 
ips comes home by. Tour Lordſhip knoweth 1 haue 
kept the L.Bothwell quietly in this houſe in his grea- 
teſt extremitie, ſay both King and Connſellwhat they li- 
ked. I hope (if all things come to paſſe , as 1tru#t they 
ſhall) to hae both your Lordſhip and hu Laraſhip at one 
good dinner afore I dig. Hzciocose, to animate your 
Lordſhip : 1.dowbt not my Lord but all things fball be 
well. And 1am reſolued,wherof your Lordſhip ſhall not 
doubt , of any thing on my part , yea to peril life, land, 
honor andgoods; yea the hivzard of helt{n;l not sffray, 
me from that, yeaalthowgh the ſcaffold wereatreatie fet| 
op.. The ſooner the matter were done , tt were the bet+ | 
1fer 3 for the Kines bucke-hunting willbe ſhoxtly :. and 1 
hope it ſhall prepare ſgme'daintre cheere for vs todine 
againſt the next yeere. Tremember-welhmy. Lord, and 
I-will neuer forget , ſo lons a3 1line , that merrie ſport 
which your Lordſhips brother tolde mie of a Nobleman 
at Padua : far 1thinke that aparaſceue to thu purpoſe. 


_— 
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and Connittion of George Sprot. 


my life, lands, and all other thimes 1 haue els, on hus cre- 


were poſable in earthly men : for 1am ſo perſwaded of 
hi truth and fidelitic. And 1 trow ( as your Lorafhip 
may aske himif it be true ). he would goe to hell eates far 
mee : and hee u not veguiled of my part to him. And 
therefore Idoubt not but thu will perſwade your Lord. 
ſbip to gine him truſl in this matter, as tomy ſelfe, But 
I pray your Lordſhip- direct him home with all poſible 


haſte, and gine him ſtrait command , that he take not a 


wincke lcepe , while heeſee me againe\, after hee come 
from your Lordſhip. And as your Loraſhip defireth in 
your letter tome, either riue or barne,or els ſend backe 
againe with the bearer : for ſos the faſhion 1 grant. 


mancr," Refſtalrip. And was ſent tothe Earle Gow- 
rie-by the ſayd Tames Bour. After whoſe returne 
within fue dayes with 4 new. letter from Gowrie,, hee 


| 


| 


f 


ſpore panes tl ON » 


ftalrip read? the laſt letter, "which Bour brouzht backe| 


| ————_—_— — — — _ 
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ajed all night with Reſtalrig im:*:Gunneſ-greene : 
41d Reſtalrig rode to: Lothiane the morne thereafter, 
where he ſtayed fine or ffx dayes) Then after higretar- 
ning, paſt to Falt-Caftle, where he remained acerteine 


- 


. CAnd farther deponeth, that he ſaw and heard Re- 


ait., but 1 aurſt hazzard my ſoulcin his keepine , ifit 


_ Which letter written euery word with Reſtaltigs| 
owne hand, was ſubſcribed. by him after his accuſtomed, 


| 43 
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+ A houle 


ot Reftal- - 


VI95, 


to him from Gowiieand their conference there-ahent. 
And heard Bour ſay ; Sir, if ye thinke to make any com- 
moditie by. tha dealing, lay, your. hand toryour heart. 
AndRettalrig anſmered; thathe would do as be thoght' 
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thorow with the Earle of Gowrie , for that matter| 
would gine him greater contentment , nor if he had the 
whole Kingdome : ard rather or hee ſhould falſifie hs 
promiſe, and recall his vow that hee had vowed tothe 
Earle of Gowrie, heeſhould ſpend all that he h1din the 
world, and hazard his life with his Lordſhip. To =weg 
Bour «nſwered : Tou may doe as you pleaſe Sir, but it us 
not my counſel! , that you ſhould beſo ſudden in that o-| 
ther matter. But for the condition of Dirlron, would 
like very well of it. Towhom Reſtalrig anſwered, Con. 
rems your (elfe, tam at my wits end. 


And farther Sprot deponeth , that he entred him- 
| ſelfe there-after in conference with Bour, and deman-' 
ded what was done betwixt the Laird and the Earle of 
Gowrie. 4nd Bour anſwered , that hee beleened that 
the Laird fhould get Dirlton without either golde or 
ſiluer , but feared that it ſhould be as deere unto him. 
And Sprot inquiring how that could be ; Bour ſayd 
they bad another pie in hand nor the ſelling of any land : 
but prayed Sprot, far Geds ſake , that hee wouldict be, 
and not trouble himſclfe with the Lairds buſineſſe ; for 
he feared, within few deyes , the Laird wouldeither be 
Lendleſſe or lifeleſſe. 


| And the fayd George Sprot being demand: P, if 
this his depoſition was true , as he would anſwer vpon 
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beſt. And farther ſayd th Bour , Howbeit he ſhouldſelt| 
| all his owne lend that he had in the world, he wouldpaſſe 


the ſaludtion and condemnation of his foule ;, and if hee | 
will go to death with it, ſeeing he knoweth the time and, 


houre of his death to approch very nevre, deponeth for 


an] Wer x 
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anſwer , that hee hath not a deſire to line , and that hee 
knowes the time to be ſhort , hating care of no earthly 
thine, but only for cleering of his conſcience in the truth 
of all theſe things , to hu owne ſhame before the world, 
and to the honour of God, and [afetic of his owne ſoule ; 
[that all the former points ana circumſtances conteined 
in thu his depoſition , with the depeſition maae by him 
the fift day of Iuly laſt , and the whole remanent depoſi- 
tions made by him ſen that day are true , which hee will. 
|zake on his conſcience , and «s hee hopeth to be ſaued of 
God, and that he would ſeale theſame with his blood. 


$ 
x 
. 


And farther being demanded where this aboue 
written letter , written by Reſtalrig to the Earle of 
Gowrie , which was returned againe byTames Bour, 


Bour, in looking ouer andreading Bours letters, which 
he had in keeping of Reſtalrigs ; and that he left the a- 
boue written letter in his cheſt among his writings, 
when hee was. taken and brought away , and that it is 


Hof and folded within apiece of paper. | | 


tenth of Auguſt i 608, written by Jemes Primereſe, 

Clerke of his Maieſties Priuie Counſell, and ſubſcri- 
bed with the fayd George Sprors owne hand, Inthe 
preſence of 

it The Earle of Dunbar. 

| The Earle of Lothiend. 

| The Biſhop of Roſe. — 
The L. Schune. / 

The L. Halyrudehosſe. | 


us now; deponeth that hee abſtratted it quietly from| * - 


This foreſfaid depoſition was made by him the | 


|_45_| 
p | 


| 
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L-:  TheL. Blantyre. 


SirWillam Hart, his Maieſties Inftice. 
M. 1ohn Hall, | 
 M. PatrickeGaloway,. 
—  M. Peter Hewart : Miniſters ofthe Kirkes 
|...» - of Edenboroneh. 


Sabſcribed with all their hands. 


And alfo:the eJeuenth day of the forelaid moneth 
andycere, theſaid George Sprot being re-examined, 
in the preſence of a number of the Counſell and Mi- 

iſters aforeſaid, and it being declared-ro him , that 
the timeof his death now verie neere approched,and 
that therefore they deſired him to cleere his conſci- 
ence with an vpright declaration of rhe trueths and; 
that he would not abuſethe holy name of God, to 
make him, as it were, a witneſle to vntrueths : and 
ſpecially , being deſired that he would not take vpon! 
himthe innocent blood of any perion dead or quick, 
by making and forging lies & vatruths againſt them: 


Deponeth,that he acknowledgeth hu grieuons offen- 
ces to God (who hath made him a reaſonable creature) 
in abuſing his holy name with many untrueths, ſen the 
beginning of this Proceſſe : but now being reſolued to 


| oy 


die, and attending the houre and time , when it ſhall 

leaſe God to call him , he deponeth with many atteſt ti- 
exs,and as he wiſheth tobe participant of the Kingdome 
of hezuen , where he may be countable and anſwerable 
vpon the ſaluation, and condemmation of hs ſoule , for 
al his doings end ſpeeches in this earth , that allthat hee 


————_—_— 


hath 
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hath deponed ſen the fifth day of tuly laſt , in all his ſene- 
rall depoſitions were true in euery point and circum! 
ſtance of the ſame; aud that there ts no vntrueth in any 


poins thereof. 


Andhauing defired M. Patricke Galoway tomake 
a prayer, whereby he might be comforted now in 
his trouble : VVhich was done : | 


The ſuid Deponer with many teares after the prayer 
affirmed this his depoſition to be trac: and for the con- 
| firmation thereof, declared, that he would ſcale the ſame 


with his blood. 


And the next day thereafter, being'thetwelfth of 
the toreſaid moneth of Auguſt, the ſaid George was 
brought forth and preſented in iudgemenr vpon pan-| 
nell, withinthe Towlebewrh of Edenhorough,beforc 
Sir |Villiam Hart of Prefton, his Maieſtis Tuitice; and 
there ina fenced Court holden by himrharday , afli- 
{ted by the hanourable pertonsfollowing, his AſLL[- 
ſors inthat errand, . They are to ſay, 

Alexander Earle of Dumfermline 

L. Chanceller. 

George Earle of Dunbar, Treaſurer. 

lohn Archbithop of Glaſcow. 
David Brthop of Roſſe. 

GawinBiſhop of Gailoway. 1 | 

Andrew Biſhop of Brechine. 

Dauid Earle of Crawford. | 

Marke Earle of Lothiane, | 

John L. Abirnethy of Sa'toun. 


- cG James} | 
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M. 1ohn Pre#on of Fenton Barnes, 


Aduocate 4revporg che reaure tolowerhs! [651 


|rreaſonably confpired, in the moneth of July theyeere of | 
' 0145 Souereigne the Kingsmoftrcellent bfaieftie: And 


|gane of Reſtalrig , whoallpwed of theſame , and mo#t 


ſame, and was arte wnil part _ of immaner following. 


— 
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James L: of Balmerinoth, Secrerarie.. 

oþ alter L. : Blantyre. + | 

John L. Halyrudehouſe. 

Michael L. Burley. 

Sir Richard C okburne of C lar Kintoun, 
Knight. 


ColleQor Generall. | 
Sir 10hn Skeyne of Currhil, Knight, | 

Clecrke of Regiſter * | 
was delated, accuſed, and-parſued by Sir Thomas Ha-; 
milton of Binning, Knight, Aduocare to our Soue- 
reigne Lord for his Highneſle Entries, of thecrimes 
conteined in his Inditement, produced by the faid 
M107) 4 1 $3ig [Y*-£1 i; 
\Eorge Sees FTE DY WY You are 
indited and accuſed, forſomuch as Iohn ſometime 
Earle of Gowrie having moſt. cruelly, deteftably, atl' 


God 1.600 yeenes, tomuriher our arare antiyneſt grati- 


hauing imparted that #iuelliſh purpsfe to Robert Lo- 


willnely and readily vndertooke to be partaker there- 
of : The ſame comming to your knowledoe at the times, 
and in the maner particularly after fperiffed , you mo#t 
vnnaturally, maliciouſly, dra eled the 


In the firſt, in the ſaid moneth of Tuly ſix-hundred yeres, 
after you had perceined avd hoe: that Winer letters 
and meſſz 2ges! hat paſt betwt: xt the ſatd ſometime ve Earle) 


of] 


CE Cs 
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of Gowric 44nd theſa [aid Robert Logane of Reſtalrig, 
you being in the bouſe of Faſt- Caltle, y ou ſaw and r ead 
a letter written by the ſaid Robert Lag of Reſtal- 
rig with his owne hand to the ſaid Tohn / ometime E:xley 


of Gow ric, of the tenure following. 
M Y Lord , my moſt humble dutie and ſeratce hear- 
tily remembred, At the receit of your Lord-! 
ſhips Letter Iam ſo comforted , that Ican neither viter 
my toy , nor finde my ſelfe ſufficiently able to requite 
JOUY Lordſbip with due thanks. And perſwade your 
Lordſhip in that matter , 1 ſhallbe as forward for your 
Lordſhips honour , as ifitwere mine owne cauſe. And 
{1 thinke there is »o luinge Chriſtian thit would not be 
content to revenge that Machiauellian maſſacring of 
our deare friends , yea howbeit it ſhould be, to venture 
and hizzard life, lands and all other thing els. My 
heart can binae me to takepart in that matter , as your 
Lordſhip ſhall finde better proofe thereof. But one thing 
would be done : namely ,, That your Lordſhip ſhould be 
* |circumſpect and earneſt with your brother , that hee be | 
mar W in any ſpeeches touching the purpoſe of Padua. 


Anda certaine ſpace after the execution of the afore- 
ſaid treaſon , the ſaid Robert Logane of Reſtalrig ha- 
uing deſired the Laird of Bour to delimer to him the 
foreſaid letter, or els to burne itz And Bour haume gi- | 
uen to you all tickets and letters , which he then had ei 
ther concerning Reſtalrig or others, to ſee the ſame, be- 
cauſe he could not reade himſelfe , you abſtracted the 4- | 
boue written letter, and reteined the ſame 1n your owne 
hanas, and dwmers times read it , con:eining farther in 


"> 3 ſubſtance 
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| [poſe as your Lore ſhip intendeth , can not be done raſhly, 


| [ſure and quiet heere, while we hane ſetled our plot , 45 
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ſubſtance nor is formerly ſet aawne , —"_— co the] 
words fokewing. 


| 


My Lord, you may eaſily wnderftand, thit ſuchapar- 


but with deliberation. And 1 thinke for my ſeife, that it 
were mot meet to haue the men your Loraſhip ſpake of, 

readie na boat or barke , and adareſſe them as if th:y 

were taking pastime on the ſea, tn ſuch faire Summer 
time. Ana if your Loraſhip could thinke 200d either 
your (elfe to come to my houſe of Faſt- Caſtle by ſea, or; 
io lead your br ther, 1ſhoul-haue theplace very quiet, 
and well prouided after your Loraſhips aduertiſement, 


had in England. And no others (hr uld hiue acceſſe to 
| haunt the place , during your Lordſhips being heere, but 
all things very quiet. And if your Lordſhip doubt of 
ſafe laname , 1 a oeaks all ſuch neceffarres as may 


the houſe. And perſwade your Lordſhip you fhall be a5 


if you were in your owne chamber © for Ttruſt' and am 
a//ared we ſhall bane word within few dayes from them 
your Lorſhip knoweth of; for 1 haue tare to ſee what 
ſhips comes home by. Your Lordſhip knoweth 1 haue 
kept the L. Bothwell quietly in thu houſe in his grea- 
teſt extremitie, ſay both King and Connſell what they li- 


ſhall) to hane both Jour Lordſhip and his Loraſh1p at one 
good dinner afore Tate. Heciocose, to animate your 
| Lordſhip : 1 doubt not my Lord but all thinzs ſhall be 
well. And lam reſolued ,wherof your Lordſhip ſhall not 


aon br, 


ſerue for your Loraſhips arriuall, within a flreht ſhot of 


where we ſhonld haue no ſcant of the be#t Veniſon can be 


| 


ked. I hope (if all things come to.paſſe , as 1tru#t they| 
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doubt , of anything on my part, yea to perill life, land, 
honor and goods ; yea the h:2.2ard of hell ſp! not aff ray 


wp. The ſooner the matter were done , it were the bet 


againſt the next yeere. Iremember well my Lord, and 
1 will neuer forget , ſo long as 1liue, that merrie ſhort 
which your Loraſhips brother tolde me of 1 Noble man 
at Padua': for 1 thinke that a paraſceue ts thispurpoſe. 
My Lord, thinke nothing that I comm the ſecrecy here- 
of, and credit to this bearer : for I dare not only venture 
my life, lands, and all other things IThaue els, on his cre- 
du , but I aurſt hazzard my ſoule in his keeping , if it 
were poſable in earthly men : for Iam ſo perſwaded of| 
hy truth and fidelitie. CAnd 1 trow (as your Lordſhip 
may aske himif it be true ) he would goe to hell gates for 
mee : and hee is not beguiled of my part to him. _And 
th. refore I doubt not but this will perſwade your Lord. 
ſhip to gine him truſl in this matter, as to my ſelfe; But 


ter ; for the Kings bucke-hunting willbe ſhorily : and 1 
; £ : : . | C 
hope 1t ſhall prepare ſome daintre cheere for ws to dine 


[1 
, 


| 


me from that, yea although the ſcaffold werealreadie ſet 


' {7 pray your Lordſhip direft him home with all poſable 
| haſte . and gine him ſtra:t command , that he tzhe not a; 
| wincke /leepe , while hee ſee me againe, after hee come 

from your Loreſmp. Ana as your Loraſhip deſireth in 

our letter tome, either riue or burne, or els ſend backe 
againe with the bearer : for ſos the faſhion 1 grant. 


| IWhich letter written enery word with the ſaid Ro- 
bert Logane hi owne hand, was ſubſcribed by him af- 
ter bus accuſtomed maner, with this word, Reſtalrig, | 


| | 
And albeit by the contents of hb foreſatd letter you! 


j "W 2 knew | 


"_—_w— hem he. Ama 


—_ — 


| 
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his foreknowledge , allowance and eutltineſſe thereof ; 


knew perfectly the trueth of the ſaid moſt treaſonable 
| conflirecie , andthe ſaid Rober Logane of Reſtalrig 


like a5 you was «ſſured of the ſame by hu receining of as- 


wers letters ſent by Gowrie to him, and by his ſending 
of letters to Gowric for the ſame purpoſe , and by ſun 
drie conferences betwixt the {aid Robert Logane of 
Reſtalrig , ad the ſaid Iames Bour, tn your preſence 
and hearing concerning the ſaid treaſon ; 4s well inthe 
{aid moneth of Inlie immeatatlie preceding the attempt- 
ing of the ſaid treaſon, as at diners other t:mes ſhortly 
thereafter , as likewiſe by the reueiling thereof to you 
by the ſatd Iames Bour , who was wpon the knowledge| 
and deuice of the ſaid treaſon , and was imployed as or- 
dinarie meſſenger by the ſaid Robert Logane of Re- 
talrig , to the ſaid ſometime Earle of Gowrie, in the 
trafficke of the ſaid dammable treaſon, whereby your 
knowleage, concealing and guiltineſſe of the ſaid trea- 
ſon was undeniable : yet , for farther manifeitation 
thereof, about Iulie 1602 yeeres, the ſaid Robert Lo- 
gane of Reſtalrig /hewed to you that Bour had toide 
him , that hee had beene ſomewhat raſh tolet you ſee a 
letter which came from the Earle of Gowrie 10 the (aid 
Robert Logane of Reſtalrig , who then vrged you to 
tell what you wnderſtood by that letter. To whom you 
anſwered, that you tooke the meaning of it to be, that he 
had beene wpon the counſell and purpoſe of Gowries 
conſþiracie. And hee anſwered you, what euer hee had 
done, the worſt was his owne : But if you would ſweare 
to him , that you ſhould neuer reuetle any thing of that 
natter to any perſon , hee (ſhould be the beſt ſight that 


ener you ſaw : and in token of farther recompence hee 
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then gaue you twelue pound of ſiluer, Xeuerthcleſſe, 
albe:t you knew perfectly the whole practiſes and pro- 
greſſe of the ſaid treaſon , from the beginning thereof a; 


ſaid ts, as well by the ſi2ht of the ſaid letters , as alſo by 
your conferences with the ſaid James Bour, called Laird] 
Bour, ad Robert Logane of Reftalrig, yet during all 
the dayes of their life times, who lined till the yeere of 


God 1606 yeeres or thereby; and ſo by the ſpace of ſix | 


1ee-08 after that you knew the gultineſſe of the treaſon-| 
{able conſpiracie aforeſatd.,, you moſt treaſonably concea- 


led the ſame : and jo youwas and warteand —_— of the 


| [aid moſt hatnous , deteſfiable and tre onable conſþira- 


j/edeuerie head.,..point and article of the inditement 4- 
|boue written; but alſo by diaers other yoar depoſitions 
ſubſerabed likewiſe with your hand , you haue ratified 
12he ſurne, and ſworne conſtantly to abide thereat, and to 
[eatethe ſame with your blood, which you can not denie. 


boue named, -the faineandevery pointthereof to be 


ſters of the Borough of Edenborough, of the dates, the 
fifth, fifteenth and ſixteene dayes. of Inlic laſt by-paſt, 


cie, aud of the knowledge and concealmg thereof : and 
therefore you ought and ſhoutd incurre, vnder-lic and 


| ſuffer the ſentence and paine of high treaſon. To the to- 


ken, that ye haue not only by yoar depoſitions ſubſcribed; 
with. your hand and ſolemnly. made tm preſence of manie 
of the L L. of his Mateties Counſell, and of the Aini- 


and tenth and elenenth dyes of Auguſt inſtant, confeſ- 


Which Indicement being read openly in iudge- 


ment tothe ſaid George Sprot, before he was putto 
theknowledge of an Inqueſt, he confeſſed in the pre- 
ſence ofthe aid LE: Tuſtice and whole 'Aﬀeſors by 


| 
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$prot, beforethem of the ſaid treaſonable , hainous 
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true and of veritie. And therefore the Iuſtice orgei. 
ned the ſame Inditementto be put totheknowledge 
of a condigne Inqueſt of the honeſt, tamous and dil 
creet perſons vnder-written, Theyareto lay : 
William Trumbill of Arare. 
William Fiſher Merchant , Burgeſle of Edenbo- | 
rough. 
Robert Stuart there. | 
Edward lohnſton Merchant, Burgeſle there. 
 Harbert Maxwell of Cauens. | 
lames Tennent of Linhouſe, 
William Trumbill, Burgeſle of Edenborongh. 
George Browne in Gorgy mill. 
John Hucheſon Merchant , Burgeſle of Edenbo- 
rough. 
Tohn Fans Merchant, Burgeſle there. 
James Somerucll Merchant, Burgeſle there. 
William Simintoun \Burgeſle there. 
lohn Cunniſon in Dirlton. 
Thomas Smith Merchant , Burgeſle of Edenbo- 
routh. 
And lohn Cowts, Burgeſlc there. | 
Which perſons of Inqueſt being choſen, ſworneand]| 
admitted , afrer the accuſation of the ſayd George 


and deteſtable crimes conteined in the Inditement a- 
foreſaid , and reading of the ſaid Inditement of new 
againe in his and their preſence 3 the ſaid George 
Sprot of new confeſſed in the audience of the ſaid In- 
queſt the foreſaid Inditement and cuerie point there- 
ofrobetrue and of veritie. VVhereuponthe ſaid Sir! 
Thomas Hamilton of "RE: Knight, his Maieſties 


- Acduocarte,| 
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Aduocate, as before, asked at and inſtrument. And 
in reſpeQ thereof proteſted in caſe the ſaid Inqueſt 
clenſed him of the ſaid crimes, for wilfull and mant- 
feſt errour. And therefore the whole fornamed per- 
ſons of Inqueſt remoucd all together forthof Court 
to the Inqueſt houſe , wherethey being incloſed, by 
pluralitic of votes eleted and made choice of the 


grauclic conſidered the effect and whole circumſtan- 
ces of the ſaid Inditement , and conſtant iudiciall 
| confeſſion made by the partie pannelled , as well be-' 
fore the ſaid L. Iuſtice and his Aſſeſſors, as thereaf- 
rer in preſence of the gg themſelues, they all vo- 
ted vpon the whole effe of the ſaid Inditement. 
And being ripelic and well aduiſed therewith, re-! 
entred againe in Court ,, where they all in one voice 
| [by the mouth of the ſaid Chanceller or Foreman, 
found , pronounced, and declared the ſaid George 
prot ( according to his owne confeſſion iudicially 
made in their preſence and audience) to be guiltie, 
culpablc, filed and conuict of arte and partcofthe 
ſaid moſt hainous, deteſtable and treafonable con» 
ſpiracic conteinedin his Inditement aboue-written, 
and of the knowledge and concealing thereof. For 
the which cauſe the ſaid Iuſtice, by the mouth ofthe 
Dempſterof Court, by his ſentence and doome de- 
cerned and ordeined, The ſaid George Sprotto beta- 
ken to the Market Croſſe of Edenborenzh , and there 


and Conuition of George Sprot. - == 


laid Harbert Maxwell of Cavens tobe Chanceller or| 
Fore-man. And hauing with great deliberation] 


to be hanged vpona gibber till he be dead;andrthere- 
= his head to be ſtrickenfromhis bodie, andhis 


bodieto be quartcred and demeaned as a Traitovr, 


H and 
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iron ypon rhe highelt part of the Towlebewtrh of! 


| deteſtable crimes aboue {| pecifted. Which was pro- 


[chings was prouided neceſlarie for his execution : 
/and being brought'to rhe place where he was to dir, 


[that he had offended God and the Kings Mateftie in 
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and kis head tobe affixed and ſet vp vponapricke of 


Edenborough, where the Trairour Gowr1e, qnd others 
of the Confpiratours heads.ſtand 3 and his whole 
lands, heritages , racks, ſtedings, roomes, poſleſſi- 
ons,/goods and geere to be forfeited and eſcher ro 
our Souereigne Lord his vſe, for his treaſonable and 


nounced for doome. | 


' Extrattum de libro _Attorum _Adiornals! 
S. D.N. Regus per me D. lohannem Coh- 
burne de Ormeſtoun militem , Clericum 
Iuſtitiariz einſdem generalem. Sub mes |- 


 figno + ſubſcriptione manualibus. 


Thedoome being pronounced, the faid George 
was conuoyed to a priuic houfe, where he remained 
at his ſecret meditation,and afterwards in conference! 
with the Miniſters and- others , vnto the time all 


he-in publike audience of the whole people, atthe 
chree 11des ofthe ſcaffold , rarthed rhe former depoſi- 
tions made by him concerning the creaſonable pra-' 
Riſes intended and deuiſed betwixt Gowrre and Re- 
fatrig, forthe mmrthering of our moſt gracious So- 
ercigne, ard bereming his Highneffe of his life, and! 
his owne knowledge and concealing of their guilri- 
nefſe.' For thewhich he humbly craued God and his| 
Maicſtic forpiuencſſe, being moſt forie andgricued | 
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concealing ſuch a vile, dereſtable and vanaturall trea- 
lon, enterpriſed by rhein againſt Is gracious Soue ! 
reigne, who hath beene euer fo good and gracious to 
his ſubic&ts, proteſting that if he had a thouſand liues 
co render,and were able to ſuffer renthouſand deaths, ; 
ic. were not a ſufficient ſatistaCtion and tecompenſe| 
for his offence. And that God had preſerued him b 
from many great perils, when his like was jn-extreme 
| danger, to bring him to this publike declaration of | 
: that deteitable and horrible fact in preſence of all the 
people, vtrered by bimin theſe words following.: To 
7y owne ſhame, aud to the ſhame of the diuell, but tothe 
elorie of God. And for ſat sfaction ofthe conſciences 
of ali choſe (if any be) that haue or can make any 
| doubt of the trueth of this ſocleere a matter, he ac-] 
| knowledged that his haunting with Reſtalrie , who} 
| was a man Wwithour religion, andTubiectto manie o- 
Ter vices a allo his continuall being 1n companie 
withthe Laird of Bour, who likewiſe was irreligious 
and without feare of God , and his being ingyred by. 
them into their matters after his firſt ſight - Reſtal- 
rigs letter written by him to Gowrze, brought him 
from one {inne to another, and -onfi vpon| 
this grieuous crime, forthe which moſtiuſtly, wor- 
thily and willingly he is now to render his life. And 
thereupon he deſired all the people there preſent to 
beware of cuill companic, and namely of the ſocictic| 
[ofthoſe who arc void of reiigian. And tartherdeli- 
red, thatthis his declaration might be inſerted in his 
Procefle,and that the Miniſters of Gods word would 
publiththe ſame from their Pulpits to the people : 
for which purpoſe alſo he rooke diucrs ofthem there] 
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{fame, ſaying rothem, Thatthis was the moſt glori- 


| Father, how ſhould 1 call thee Father , that ans ho 


| brought me home unto thee, and haſt preſerued my life 


| Andthus he continued a good ſpace ina moſt fer- 


Plalme himſelfe with a very loud and ſtrong voice, 
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preſent by the hand , with their promiſe to doe the 


ous day that euer his eyes did ſee. Inthe middeſt al- 
moſt of theſe ſpeeches, he did proſtrate himſelfe and 
fell vpon his knees in preſence of the whole people, 
making a verie pithie prayer,in the forme following. 


wnworthy to be called thy ſonne ? Thane wanared 
aſtray like a loſt ſheepe, and thou of thy mercie ha#t 


wore many dangers vntill this day , that Tmight reueile 
[4 
ani thy glorie. Thou haſt promiſed , that whenſoener a 
ſinner from his heart will repent and callto thee , that 
thou wilt heare him, and grant him mercie. 


uentprayer, tothe great admiration of all the ſtan-! 


ing thereof. Which being granted, he tooke vp the 


far by his accuſtomed forme , being before his com- 


heſehidien and ſecret myſteries, tomine owne ſhame, | 


ders by. Afterward ganging vp theladder with his| 
[hands looſe & vnried, being on the vpper part there- 
of, hedeſfred libertiers ſmgrhe fixt Plalme, and re- 
queſted the: people to accompanie him inthe fing-| 


ming to the ſcaffold a weake ſpirited man, of feeble| 


voiceand vtterance; and was aſſiſted with the num- 
ber ofathouſand perſons attheleaft, whoaccompa- 
nied him in finging that Pfaltme. Afrer the ending 
whereof he. openly repeated and ratified his ſaid for- 
merconfeſſion : and with that, recommending his 


& ſoule: 
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eyes, and was caſt ouer the ladder, fo ending this 


jranke vpontheſcaffold,that now athis end he ſhould 


| 
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| of his ſpirc. Which hee accomplithed thereafter. 


{ther of the Countrey, ought to be dearer to all good 


= 


ſoule to God , hee faſtened a cloth abour his owne 


mortall life. 


| 


I had almoſt forgottenthat , which in this ation 
For being vrged by the Miniſters and other of good 


declare nothing but the trueth (touching the matter 
for which he ſuffered) onthe perill of his owne fal- 
uation , or condemnation of his ſoule; hee for the 
greater aſſurance of that his conſtant and true depo- 


firion , promiſed (by the aſſiſtance of God) to giue 


them an open and euident token beforethe yeelding 


For before his laſt breath, when he hadhung a pretic 
ſpace, hee lift vp his hands a good heigth, and clap- 
pedthemrogether aloud, three ſeuecrall rimes, to the 
great: woonder and admiration of all the beholders. 
And verie ſoone thereafter he yeelded his ſpirir. 


By this Narration afore-going, each man may 
learne, thatthe contriuing and plotting of treaſon a- 
gainſt Kings and Princes, is a thing odious in the 
{tght of God, and therefore ordinarily is diſcloſed by 
him, at firſt oratlaſt, by one meanes or another : and 
that it is not good to conceale any ſuch confpiracie| 
intended by enemie or friend , becauſe the life and, 
ſaterie of a Chriſtian King , who is the common Fa- 


men, than the loueor acquaintance of any whatſoe-j 
uer : who howbeit hee make thew of manie faire 
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ef his death was ſtrange, and ina maner maruellous. | 
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things in him, yet inthis alone, That heepurpoſeth 
eui!l againſt the Lords Anointed ; ſufficiently decla-; 
reth himſelfe to be of a rebellious and vngodly diſ- 
poſition. And how wotull the fruit is either of ſuch 

trairourous reſolutions , or of the concealing of 

them , may be ſeene (as in aglaſſe) bothin 
the ſudden end ct the Earle Gowrie, 
and in the execution of this 
George Sprot with more 
deliberation. - 


